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Vegetation, Fire Ecology, the Basic Rationale for Proposed Action, and its Practical Implementation.

J.P. Stanton (Feb 2006) Revised May 2009
Recommendations for protection of houses within the residential development area.
Vegetation type - Open forest with grassy understory.
· 4m from footprint- Remove all combustible material including mulch and wood chip. Bare sand or soil, concrete, pebbles, rock, paving. 

· Over rooves and within 4m of eves of buildings- remove all vegetation
· 4 to 20m buffer zone - Native grasses should be regularly brushcut or mown, fallen limbs and accumulations of fine fuels removed. Small, immature trees and regrowth of combustible species should be removed. Dead hollow trees removed. Mature eucalypts and wattles retained.  Rainforest affiliated species of low combustibility should be planted and maintained especially between buildings and the direction of likely fire attack.
· Beyond 20m- Regular mowing of grasses and removal of light fuels an advantage but no trees or shrubs removed.

Vegetation type - Open shrublands on steep slopes.

· To 4m from footprint- Remove all combustible material including mulch and wood chip. Bare sand or soil, concrete, pebbles, rock, paving. 

· 4 to10m from footprint - Measured horizontally from building, all trees and shrubs of high combustibility removed, subsequent regrowth should also be removed. Cleared zone should be densely planted with low growing species of low combustibility (local vine forest species), or low growing ground cover of low combustibility (pigs face, snake vine).
· Grasses should be regularly mown or brushcut. Eliminating exotic grassy weed species is critical (Guinea grass, Signal grass, African Love grass, etc.).
· Beyond 10m manage to promote maximum density of shrubs and trees for shading out grasses and limiting wind velocity.

Vegetation type - Closed shrublands.

· Recommendations are the same as Open shrublands above, except that, existing closed canopy will negate need for suppressing grasses and ground cover beyond 10m buffer zone. 

All residences.
· Strategic planting of belts of fire resistant trees (local vine forest species) near property boundaries, should be encouraged.
· For advice on appropriate plant species selection contact the Sunrise@1770 Land and Environment manager.

It is important to remember that the guidelines contained in this document represent a minimum standard of protection and there is no guarantee that any dwelling will withstand all fire scenarios.
Owners of properties and prospective home builders within Sunrise have a responsibility to inform themselves of risks and additional risk mitigation measures that may be applicable to their individual circumstance.

There are many publications and resources available that address living and building in fire adapted ecosystems like Sunrise@1770.
